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Since that day, the story of Fiji has been one of constant
and remarkable progress. The Fijians, as soon as the curse
of internecine strife was removed, responded to the new
conditions, sloughed off their old savage practices and were
largely converted to Christianity. An intelligent and adapt-
able people, they proved amenable to educational influences
and training, being already good cultivators, skilled crafts-
men and expert fishermen. Moreover, under British rule,
they have always retained a large measure of self-govern-
ment through their own chieftains, who assemble periodi-
cally in the great council of chiefs. Several of their represen-
tatives sit in the legislature, which besides officials comprises
both elected and nominated unofficial members, representing
Europeans, Fijians and the large Indian community.
The capital, originally Levuka, was early removed to
Suva, which is now a handsome town with a fine harbour
and good public buildings. The population is now over a
quarter of a million, of whom the Fijians number over
100,000. After a rektive decline, their numbers are now
steadily growing. The next most numerous element are the
Indians, totalling some 90,000, who were originally imported
to cultivate the sugar plantations. Cotton was not successful
(though attention is again being given to it) but the intro-
duction of sugar was so successful that it rapidly became
the leading industry. This is followed by copra and other
coconut products, and by fruit, chiefly bananas; but gold,
which was discovered in recent years, seems likely to take
a leading place in the exports.
Owing to its prosperity and peaceful development, Fiji is
not only self-supporting, but has built up a strong reserve
fund, despite liberal expenditure on education, health and
public works. Road construction has been greatly developed
and a fine circuminsular scenic road has been built
round Viti LevUj which with other amenities and good